Catholic Charities
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Diocese of Superior

1917 – 2017
Entering our
2nd Century
of Service

“We need to see the light of hope
and to be men and women who
bring hope to others. To protect
creation, to protect every man and
every woman, to look upon them
with tenderness and love, is to open
up a horizon of hope.”
		
Pope Francis

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities:
In 2017 Catholic Charities Bureau, the social ministry agency of the
Diocese of Superior, celebrates a century of serving people. The
programs of Catholic Charities Bureau meet the critical needs of our
society and respond to the elderly, poor, the sick, the disadvantaged,
children with special needs, and persons with disabilities. It is an
organization whose work is based on Gospel Values providing housing,
health care, human services, counseling, and support.
As Bishop of the Diocese of Superior I am privileged to share with you
this 2017 Annual Report which reveals a vivid picture of an organization
that responded to the imminent need of an orphanage in the early 1900’s
and then grew into the vast array of the current 63 programs and services
in 74 of the Diocese’s communities and surrounding areas.
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I am grateful for your encouragement and support of Catholic Charities Bureau. Our 100 years of success has been
derived from commitment, steadiness, and partnership. I see a bright future as, in the next 100 years, that commitment
to reach for opportunities to serve remains strong.
As I remain yours in Christ,

Most Reverend James P. Powers
Bishop, Diocese of Superior

CCB Membership

Bishop James Powers,
President
(center)

Fr. James Tobolski,
Vice-President
(left)

Alan Rock,
Secretary/Treasurer
Photo courtesy of dan swanson photography

(right)

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities:
As we review the past 100 years, Catholic Charities
Bureau’s history has reinforced the importance of
innovating and expanding as an organization in an
ever-changing world. Creating hope and building a
future for the people we serve requires a shared purpose
with our communities. Our history has shown that we
have the ability to adapt and a capacity to build today
what is needed down the road. As society continues to
change, we bring knowledge, resources and expertise to
meet the challenges we face.
Catholic Charities Bureau is blessed with employees
Alan Rock, Executive Director of Catholic Charities Bureau, (left)
and Larry Wojchik, Chair, Board of Directors (right).
who see their occupation as more than a job, but a way
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of life. Our compassionate volunteers have, with great
good will, donated their time, talent, and resources to our
agency’s work. We are proud to see people connecting with the communities where they live and work on behalf of our
organization, and connecting the general public with our way of life.
We remain sincerely grateful for the many community supporters, pastors, volunteers, employees, and benefactors
who participate in these many endeavors. Together, we have worked for the accomplishments of the last 100 years.
Together, we are laying the foundation for the next 100 years. We are committed to making a positive impact in the
communities and in the lives of people we serve.
On behalf of the Board, volunteers, and staff at Catholic Charities Bureau, thank you for the opportunity to work with
you to provide help and create hope.

Catholic Charities Bureau
Board of Directors
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Sherry Mattson, Superior (left to right)
Larry Wojchik, Amery; Chair
Bluette Puchner, Webster
Terry Jacobson, Superior; Vice-Chair
John Huebscher, Madison
Barb Wessberg, Superior
Renée Wachter, Superior
Dawn Staples, Superior
Jeffrey Cummings, Rhinelander
Kyle Torvinen, Lake Nebagamon

The St. Joseph Orphan’s Home most dominate feature
was a 30 foot copper roofed bell tower atop the third
story entrance. The bells, named Joseph, Mary, and
Gabriel (Bishop Koudelka’s full name) were removed in
March 1983 and placed in the tower at Cathedral Christ
the King in Superior. Below is a copy of the original
invoice for the purchase of the bells.

Catholic Charities Bureau

2017 projected operations by element
$25,092,125 / 790 Employed
16%

 Community Rehabilitation
 Child Services

23%
56%

 Volunteer Programs
 Housing
 Health Therapy

3%

2%

1915

1916

1917

Groundbreaking 8-8-1915
Laying of the Cornerstone
10-17-1915

Building Dedication
9-12-1917

9-6-1915



1918

1919
Chapel of the Angels
completed

10-25-1915
Construction of the St.
Joseph
Orphan Home

9-27-1915






From the Superior Telegram,
July 31, 1917:
The first children arrived at St.
Joseph Orphan Home on Cadotte
Avenue. Tomorrow the
orphanage will start operation
though it will not be entirely
completed for several weeks.



Above: The shovel hits the dirt with the official
groundbreaking for the St. Joseph Orphan Home
on August 8, 1915.
Left: On October 17, 1915 the St. Joseph Orphan
Home cornerstone was laid. A copper time
capsule was included that contained a copy of
the two local newspapers, a picture of Bishop
Koudelka, and an image of St. Joseph, the patron
saint of orphans.
Both photos remasterd by
dan swanson photograpny

1920

1921

1922



1923

1924

Left: Bishop Joseph M .Koudelka is third from the left. He
served as the second Bishop of the Diocese of Superior from
1913-1922. It was largely through the efforts of Bishop
Koudelka that the orphanage opened, undertaking what he
considered one of the most needed wants of the Diocese of
Superior. He worked tirelessly towards its completion using
his own money to help.
His greatest contribution to northern Wisconsin, arguably,
was in building the foundation for a successful social service
agency known today as Catholic Charities Bureau.
After building the St. Joseph Orphan Home, Bishop
Koudelka invited 12 Sisters of Notre Dame De Namur of
Cleveland to provide care for the orphans. The sisters
served at the orphanage through 1942. Sisters of St.
Francis of Assisi from Milwaukee cared for the children
until the orphanage closed in 1963.


Left:
Classroom
in the
Orphan
Home
circa 1925.



Above: Bishop Joseph G. Pinten, third Bishop of the
Diocese of Superior, serving from 1922-1926, awaits a ride
in his Chevy, 4-cylinder automobile with wooden spokes in
the wheels.

Photo remastered by dan swanson photography

Left: Reverend Anthony A. Jazdewski, who served as the
first Chaplin of the St. Joseph Orphan Home, in front of the
Home with 100 children. Up to 200 children lived in the
Home at one time. This picture was found in the “First Year
Book of the St. Joseph Orphan Home Club”, dated December,
1920. Fr. Jazdewski was also the Superintendent of the
Home from 1919 until his death in 1939.

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

Below: The St. Joseph Orphan Club raised money each
spring for necessities such as coal to heat the orphanage
for the coming winter. This was accomplished by the 375
women members knocking on doors in Superior to solicit
funds. The funds were also needed to feed, clothe, and
educate the children. In 1926 there were 151 children in
the Home ranging from the ages of 2-15. This photo is from
a classroom in 1926.


Above: By the end of 1928, finishing touches were being put on the
Superior hospital that would be known as St. Mary’s Hall located at 1100
Weeks Ave. It was used as a school and dormitory for the nurses of the
hospital, had 55 rooms, and accommodated 80 students and nurses. It also
contained a 400 seat auditorium, a dining room, a library, and a covered
reading porch. St. Mary’s Hall was converted to Phoenix Villa Apartments
by Catholic Charities Bureau with residents moving into the 26 available
apartments in June 1980. This Catholic Charities Bureau residential facility
currently offers housing to seniors.

Left: Superior’s own Dave “Beauty” Bancroft (left) and Babe Ruth
(right), met in Superior in November 1926. Bancroft and Ruth
had been World Series rivals in 1921, 1922, and 1923. Both were
future Hall of Fame baseball players. During the off season,
Babe was doing a vaudeville tour and (below) found time to visit
the St. Joseph Orphan Home. Babe had spent 12 years in an
orphanage so he never missed an opportunity to visit with the
children.

Bishop Koudleka, founder of the St. Joseph Orphan
Home, was born in Bohemia and came to America when
he was 14. He was a gifted linguist (9 languages), author
of books in Bohemian, German, and English, an artist, and
a national speaker. He died in June 1921.

1930

The St. Joseph Orphan Home
strived to be a sustainable
venture and to be able to
care for as many children
as needed their services.
Along with a dairy barn, the
Home also kept livestock
and grew as much of the
needed food as they could.
The yield was stored in a
root-cellar on the property.
Responsibilities to keep the
setup running and productive
were shared by everyone.

1931

1932

1933

1934

In March
1933, fifteen
of Superior’s
union barbers set
up shop in the
Orphanage’s
auditorium for
two hours to give
110 haircuts to
the children in
preparation for
Easter. Haircuts
were donated on
a regular basis.

1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

Right: In this 1939 photo Father A. A. Jazdewski,
Superintendent of the St. Joseph Orphan Home, offers a
view of the grounds to his two sisters, Hattie and Viola.
The gentleman was the engineer caretaker, Mr. Gubka.

Left: A reproduction of the Statue of
Liberty, a gift given to the Orphanage
by Bishop Koudelka in 1919, was
among the landscaping on the grounds
of the St. Joseph Orphan Home.
The grounds also included a fountain
dedicated to St. Anthony, the Stations
of the Cross along a path that wound
through the grounds, a reproduction
of the grotto at Lourdes in France, and
two lions on either side of the entrance
to the grounds greeted visitors.

During the 1930’s the Works Progress Administration
(WPA) found employment for local workers building
schools, parks, roads, and sewers. The WPA also provided
opportunities for artists and musicians. In the Superior
area there were forty musicians who practiced five days
per week from 9-3 at the Moose Lodge. Musicians earned
$94 a month and performed at approved civic functions.
Musicians played in either the band, old-time dance
orchestra, or jazz orchestra.
Right: The band is seen performing for the children at St.
Joseph Orphan Home.

Two priests are
closely associated
with the Orphanage:
Fr. Anthony A.
Jazdewski was
superintendent for 20
years from 1919 until
his death in 1939, and
Msgr. Leo Block was
superintendent from
1942 to 1962.

1940

1941

1942

Social Services of Superior
originated

1943

1944

Social Services of Superior
name changed to
Catholic Welfare Agency



The Social Services of Superior (1941) and the Catholic Welfare
Agency (1943) preceded the present day agency of Catholic
Charities Bureau. Origins are traced back to 1917 with the
establishment of the St. Joseph Orphan Home.
The Catholic Welfare Agency provided child-placement services in
foster and adoptive homes in conjunction with services to unwed
parents. The agency was reorganized under the auspices of the
Catholic Charities Bureau in early 1964, when the Orphanage began
the transition to convert to residential care for emotionally disturbed
adolescents. (This program was discontinued in 1975.) The Catholic
Welfare Agency was dissolved and Catholic Charities Bureau was
incorporated in 1968.

Above: A reproduction of the grotto at Lourdes in
France was among the landscaping on the grounds
of the St. Joseph Orphan Home.



In the 1940’s, the Orphanage was one of the chief
beneficiaries of the Community Welfare Fund. The average
amount of each pledge was $5. Nearly 9,000 pledge cards
were distributed annually with 5,000 replies.

Left: In late January 1948, Coach Frank Leahy, the Notre Dame
university athletic director, was in Superior for a lecture at the
Superior State College. He took time to spend the afternoon with
the children of St. Joseph Orphan Home. He was presented with
skis for each of his five children and greeted with a rousing chorus
of the Notre Dame Victory song in which he, coach of the “Fighting
Irish”, joined. Coach Leahy autographed everything from footballs
to scraps of paper, and found time to answer plenty of football
questions at the same time.

Right: On October 4, 1949, Bob Hope, Doris Day, and Irene
Ryan entered Superior over the Arrowhead Bridge being
greeted by a flurry of flags. Along Tower Avenue, some
1,000 Superiorities waved, shouted, and laughed at the
famed comedian and his comedy companions. After a tour
of the Superior business section, Hope and company drove
to the St. Joseph Orphan Home. The grand feature of the
reception there were the children’s two ponies and the
welcome signs.
Bob Hope and company were in the area helping WEBC
radio celebrate its 25th Anniversary.

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

The St. Joseph Orphan’s Home was in the business of caring
for orphaned, dependent, and neglected children of the Diocese
of Superior and was designed to care for 200 children. The
Home was set on 30 acres with still more unused acreage
surrounding it. The setting, located just east of the current
Mariner Retail Center in Superior, combined the seclusion and
protection of country life with the nearness of the city .
The Orphanage was Neoclassical in style with an exterior of
masonry cream brick at a cost of $190,000. It was designed in
the shape of a “T” by a Cleveland architect, Emile M. Ulrich. It
was dedicated on September 12, 1917.
At 63,000 square feet, the Home was one of the largest buildings
in Superior. The facades’ most dominate feature was a 30 foot
copper roofed bell tower atop the third story entrance. Set in a
recessed niche in the bell tower was a statue of the Sacred Heart
with out-stretched arms. This statue was commissioned in New
York.

Rear view of the
St. Joseph Orphan Home.

The basement of the building contained a dining room, kitchen,
pantry, bakery, recreation room, manual training room, bath,
and general utilities. The first floor held the offices, parlors,
classrooms, bedrooms, and an assembly hall. The second floor
was used for the Sisters’ rooms, library, community room,
dormitory wards, and the renowned two-story high Chapel of the
Angels (see pages following the timeline). Dormitories, additional
Sisters’ quarters, and more utility space were on the third floor.
Separate dormitories for children from ages 3-6 occupied one
wing, older boys another, and older girls in the third.
The Home operated as a orphanage through 1963 when it no
longer met the current child welfare standards of foster home
programs. With an 8-month remodel, it was used as a home for
emotionally disturbed adolescents from 1964 to 1974. Following,
it housed the Douglas County Day Care and Achievement
Center, with a program for preschoolers and offered adults with
developmental disabilities training to live and work in society.
This was the beginnings of the current day Challenge Center
which moved to the Koudelka Center, opening in 1984. The
building was vacated in January 1984 and was put up for sale.
The Home stood empty for over a decade. The building was razed
in 2003.

Inscription from the cornerstone of the St. Joseph Orphan Home. Roughly
translated: “Orphanage of Care, In Honor of St. Joseph, Stone Dedicated AD 1915.”

1950

1951

1952





1953

1954

Left: In May, 1954 about 80 children at the St. Joseph Orphan
Home were eagerly preparing exhibits in their classrooms for the
annual Open House. The children themselves conducted guests
on tours of the Home. They would then take their guests to the
auditorium and help serve them cookies and coffee. The Open
House was sponsored by the St. Joseph Children’s Home Auxiliary,
made up of representatives from each of the nine parishes in
Superior. The Auxiliary aided the Home by furnishing needed items,
replacements, and repairing and sewing clothes for the children.

Left, mid-page: The Annual Fall Harvest was that time of year when
people from all over the Diocese of Superior would harvest their
crops and send a share up to Superior to the St. Joseph Orphan
Home. Each year, from its founding in 1917, the children would
watch in fascination as an assortment of trucks from unknown
places in the diocese would come up the driveway. One truck may
unload a thousand pounds of beans, another many bushels of
apples, another potatoes, and some even sent live chickens.
Father Leo Block, superintendent of the Home, sent his annual
letter of appeal to all the parishes to invite their parishioners
to participate in feeding the children. The Annual Fall Harvest
supplied about one-fourth of the entire food needs for the year.
The donated food lasted well into the spring.



Right: Children survey the empty root cellar at the St. Joseph
Orphan Home, with the hope that harvest will bring carrots, beets,
maybe even some eggs, and a butchered pig or two from the
farms and gardens of the people of the Diocese of Superior. Food
collections were made through individual parishes in the Diocese
and then trucked to the Home.

1955

1956

1957

1958

The St. Joseph Orphan Home was in the business of caring for orphaned,
dependent, and neglected children of the Diocese of Superior. Every month
barbers came to give the children free haircuts. Dentists in the city cared for the
children’s teeth-gratis. St. Mary’s hospital of Superior gave free care, and three
of City of Superior’s doctors were on call for any emergency at the Home.

1959

Catholic Welfare Agency
Incorporated

The Catholic Welfare Agency was incorporated
in 1958, and traces its origin back to 1917 with
the establishment of the St. Joseph Orphan
Home. The Catholic Welfare Agency provided
child placement services in foster and adoptive
homes in conjunction with its services to unwed
parents. The Catholic Welfare Agency and St.
Joseph Orphan Home were reorganized under
the auspices of Catholic Charities Bureau in early
1964. The Orphanage converted to residential care
for emotionally disturbed adolescents in late 1964
and closed in 1975. The Catholic Welfare Agency
was dissolved in 1968 and Catholic Charities
Bureau was incorporated and is still operating,
celebrating 100 years of service in 2017.

Children were divided by age groups into the three wings of the Home.
Each child had a doll or toy animal on their bed and all had lockers to keep
possessions.
There were opportunities for training for the older children as they also helped
with normal household tasks. The girls had sewing machines available. The
boys had a workshop with tools.
The grounds were used for baseball, basketball, and football for the boys, while
the girls played softball, croquet, or volleyball. There were also gardens to enjoy
and care for.
Children belonged to parish Boy and Girl Scout troops. Summer activities
included trips to lakes and parks. In the winter there was skating, hiking, and
hockey to be enjoyed.
A school bus, a gift, provided transportation to nearby elementary and high
schools. Children were encouraged to participate in school activities and sports.



Children attended the Tri-State Fair and circuses annually. The Newman Club
from the college entertained them with a band and treats at Halloween. Each
year at Christmas, college carolers sang at the Home.






With changes in social services and
State regulations in the late 1950’s,
children under the age of 3 could be
given emergency care for only 30
days; children between 3 and 6 for
only 90 days. After this, children
must be placed in foster homes.

1960

1961

1962



1963

Father Philip Heslin was appointed
Executive Director of Catholic
Charities Bureau in 1964. The agency
was housed in the Chancery basement.

1964
Catholic Charities Bureau
was founded 1-1-1964





Fr. Vincent Rush, Superintendent of the Home, had a staff of 12
Sisters. In the picture above he plays umpire for the junior boys
baseball game.
Shortly after all of these pictures, in late 1964, the
dormitories would become areas of private rooms and
quarters for “house mothers”. Classrooms, offices, therapy
rooms, and recreation areas all had to be remodeled to bring
the Home up to the required specifications for an institution
for emotionally disturbed children. This program operated
for ten years through 1974.




1965

1966

In 1969 the Oneida County Day Care
Program and office opened in Rhinelander. It
was housed in the Congregational Church in
Rhinelander in Oneida County.
Funds were raised in 1973 to build a new
structure for the program at 1441 E Timber
Drive in Rhinelander (its current location).
Services expanded to Forest and Vilas
Counties. In 1980 yet more space was needed
for additional programming and a new
building was constructed on the property for
work services.
In 1981 the program was incorporated as
Headwaters Regional Achievement Center,
Inc., and in 1987 the name was changed to
Headwaters, Inc.

The Home received $36 per month per child
in it’s final year as an orphanage in 1963.
Twelve children remained at the end of 1963
and were placed in foster homes.

1967

1968
Catholic Charities
Bureau incorporated

The Douglas County Day Care and Achievement
Center opened in 1969 after a group of parents
from the Association of Retarded Children
requested that Catholic Charities Bureau
establish day service programs for adults and
children with developmental disabilities. It was
housed in a former convent and renamed Douglas
County Center for the Developmentally Disabled
in 1971. Initially, there was a Birth to 3 program
for children with severe developmental delays and
an adult program for those who had graduated
from classes in the public school system.
Renamed Challenge Center, Inc., and
incorporated in 1981, a grant for $720,000 from
the Superior Community Development Block
Grant was awarded to build the Koudelka Center.
The program moved into the building at 39 N
25th St E in Superior in 1984 and is still operating
there today.

Below: Fr. Philip Heslin, Executive Director of Catholic Charities Bureau,
Governor John Reynolds, and State Senator Frank Christopherson, and
his wife Marilyn, review blueprints of the new St. Joseph Children Home
to serve emotionally disturbed children. While on a campaign tour, the
Governor made a personal visit to view the remodeling and get a first hand
description of what was proposed.

1969

Douglas County Day
Care and
Achievement Center (69)
Douglas County Center
for the Developmentally
Disabled (71)
Challenge Center (1981)
Superior

Hudson Community
Day Care (69)
Hudson Community
Children’s Center
(2007)
Hudson

Oneida County Day
Care Program (69)
Headwaters Regional
Achievement Center
(1981)
Headwaters (1987)
Rhinelander

October 13, 1969 Hudson Community Day Care
opened at St. Paul's Episcopal Church at 4th and
Orange Street in Hudson following a study done
the year prior to determine the need for daycare
services in the area.
In 1972 the program acquired the old Mission
Covenant Church and moved down the block. In
2006 expansion was achieved with the purchase and
renovation of a residential home across the street
from the original location.
In 2007, the program moved into the renovated
facility and changed it’s name to Hudson Community
Children’s Center. The Center is licensed for 60
children ages 2 to 7. A pre-school curriculum is part
of the daily schedule. The Center provides breakfast,
noon lunch, and an afternoon snack. Children are
given a variety of opportunities to learn and explore.

1970

1971

Royalton Manor
opens

1972

1973

1974

Taylor County Achievement Center
formed (1973)
Black River Industries (1981) Medford
Retired Senior Volunteer Programs
formed in Superior & Rhinelander
They became a program of Catholic
Community Services in 1998

In 1973 Taylor County Achievement Center opened in Medford
with 15 participants in its Day Services Program. Quarters were
shared with the Happy Americans Club, Taylor County’s first
senior citizens’ center.

Mrs. Ruth Sorci volunteered through the Retired Senior
Volunteer Program - Rhinelander teaching quilting and
cooking to students with developmental disabilities at
the Oneida County Day Care (1969). In 1981 the day
care program was incorporated as Headwaters Regional
Achievement Center, and in 1987 as Headwaters, Inc.
The RSVP Programs of Rhinelander and Superior provide
an opportunity for volunteers to put their talents and life
experiences into motion for others by putting their skills
into practice to improve their communities.

Royalton Manor opens in 1970
Senior housing in Superior
St. Francis Nursing Home is purchased in
1972
		
Alpha House & Beta House (1972–1997)
First residential group homes
open in Superior

With the opening of Eastwood Group Home in 1974, residential
programming began. Then in 1977, the Center moved into the
former IGA building on Hwy 13 and a Custodial Training Program
started. The first supported employment participant is placed in a
job at Burger Chef (now Happy Joe’s Restaurant) in 1979 and the
next year crews begin operations of cleaning offices, floor care,
carpet/upholstery cleaning, and snow removal.
In 1980 the initial contracts for elderly transportation, food
preparation and delivery, as well as the Food Services Industries
began operations with a fully licensed commercial kitchen.
A state grant to set up a three-year prime manufacturing project
utilizing participant labor to manufacture redwood lawn furniture
was received in 1981. The name of Black River Industries was
used for the first time. Then in 1982 Black River Industries was
formally incorporated. A 30,000 square foot building was erected
in 1999 in the industrial park, west of Medford, which is their
current location.

Taylor County
Achievement
Center workers
from the late
1970’s, the
forerunners
of Black River
Industries, in
Medford.

1975
Foster Grandparent
Program formed

1976

1977

Burnett County
Achievement Center (77)
Diversified Services Center
(1979) Siren

1978

1979

In the early 1970’s a group of concerned
citizens identified a need for day services for adults
with developmental disabilities in Burnett County. A
program was set up in the basement of the First Baptist
Church in Falun and called Developmental Disabilities
Services. The program had participants making wooden
toys and other items to be sold at craft fairs.
In 1977 Catholic Charities Bureau was awarded the
contract for managing the program. Plans began for a
new Achievement Center building on Rassmussen St.
in Siren and the building was completed in 1979. The
Burnett County Achievement Center opened at the
beginning of 1980. The program still included making
wooden toys and offered additional space for new
projects including weaving rugs, cutting firewood, and
making wooden pallets. Twenty-two individuals received
services five days per week. By 1983 the 10,000th
pallet and 400th rug were produced and twenty-nine
individuals were receiving services.
In 1987 the Burnett County Achievement Center would
become Diversified Services Center, Inc.

The Burnett County Achievement
Center, which would become
Diversified Services Center, Inc. in
1987, received a grant for $5,100
in 1979 from the Otto Bremer
Foundation. It covered expenses
for a loom and wood cutting
equipment for a new program of
cutting and selling firewood.

Above and below: The Foster Grandparent
Program began in Superior in 1975 and
expanded into Minnesota in 1977. Foster
Grandparents, aged 60 plus, serve as
tutors, mentors, role models, and friends
to children and teens with special and/or
exceptional needs. Foster Grandparents
serve 15-40 hours a week in one or more
local community non-profit agencies.

Little Learner’s
Workshop of
the Challenge
Center opened in
1978 integrating
children with
developmental
disabilities with
other preschoolers.

1980

In 1980 Black
River Industries
received their
first contract to
provide elderly
transportation with
the Taylor County
Commission on
Aging.

1981
Black River Industries
formally incorporated
Medford
Challenge Center
formally incorporated
Superior

Phoenix Villa Apartments (1980)
26 units — Seniors
Superior
81 units — Seniors
Superior
20 units — Seniors
Lake Nebagamon
Evergreen Apartments (1982)
20 units — Seniors
Chetek
20 units — Seniors
Shell Lake
20 units — Disability
Rhinelander
5 units — Disability
Siren
Acorn Apartments (1983)
14 units — Seniors
Crandon
12 units — Seniors
Minong
14 units — Disability
Wisconsin Rapids
Phoenix Villa of Hayward (1984)
12 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Hayward

1982

1983

1984

The Acheivement Center of Douglas County, forerunner of the Challenge
Center, formed a new work program called Marathon Industries to provide
meaningful, remunerative work for the adults attending the Center. Originally
pens were manufactured but soon after expanded to other products providing
individuals additional training opportunities.
In the fall of 1986 a major expansion of the Challenge Centers’ work
services program established the Bay Produce Company, growing
hydroponically produced tomatoes.

Right: Groundbreaking in
June 1983. A Community
Development Block
Grant was prepared
by Catholic Charities
Bureau with the
cooperation of the
Douglas County Board
of Supervisors which
resulted in the award of
$720,000 to build the
new Koudelka Center.
The Center housed both
the Challenge Center
(20,000 sq ft) and the
HRC Mental Health
Center (5,000 sq ft).
Mid-Right: The Black River
Industries commercial kitchen
became fully licensed in
1980 when they began food
preparation and delivery of
congregate meals and mealson-wheels.
Right: The Crafty Ladies of
the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program – Superior stitch
together cozy, comforting
teddy bears which are donated
to ambulance services and to
pediatric wards in hospitals in
Superior to hold when it would
be helpful to hug a teddy bear.

1985

1986

1987
Headwaters formally
incorporated, Rhinelander
Brian Soland named
Executive Director of
Catholic Charities Bureau

In 1989 Catholic Charities Bureau relocated from
the Chancery basement to their current home at
1416 Cumming Ave., Superior.

Elmwood Apartments (1985)
12 units — Disability
Superior
Maywood Apartments (1985)
6 units — Disability
Medford
18 units — Senior
Plover
Northfield Apartments of Duluth (1986)
12 units — Disability
Duluth, MN
Phoenix Villa of Iron River (1987)
14 units — Seniors
Iron River
Phoenix Villa North (1988)
12 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Rice Lake

1988

1989

Diversified Services
Center, formally
incorporated
Siren

Right: Bishop Raphael Fliss
(left) appointed Brian Soland
(right) the Executive Director
of Catholic Charities Bureau
in 1987. Soland began in 1971
as director of the St. Joseph
Orphan Home. This photo is
from January 2006.
In 1989 Diversified Services Center
began servicing the rest areas in
Burnett County for the Department of
Transportation. Services included
mowing grass and maintaining
bathroom facilities. Later that year,
remodeling and construction were
underway at the new building (the old
Doerr Electric building) purchased by
Diversified Services Center located at
7649 Tower Road under the Siren water
tower.
The first
Annual
Headwaters
Foundation
Benefit Golf
Tournament
was held at the
Rhinelander
Country Club
in 1986.

Oakwood Apartments ( 1988)
12 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Superior

All services for people with developmental disabilities in the tri-county area
of Oneida, Forest, and Vilas counties, were consolidated with the Headwaters
Regional Achievement Center becoming the sole provider of those services in
1986.

Phoenix Villa of Rhinelander (1989)
28 units — Seniors
Rhinelander

Above: Headwaters participants gather in front of the legendary Hodag, the
symbol of Rhinelander.

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

Left: In 1994 Black
River Industries’ work
contracts outgrew the
building and crews begin
working in buildings
in Stetsonville and
Medford. Warehouse
space also had to be
rented in another
building in Medford.

Above: Assembling of pneumatic couplers at the
Challenge Center, Superior, allows individuals to
earn wages in exchange for their efforts.

Below: Diversified Services’, Siren, mission
is “to provide opportunities to adults…
designed to help them live their lives to the
fullest.”

Above: Headwaters , in Rhinelander, provides individualized
services in order for the individual to be integrated into the
community to the fullest extent possible.

Above: Volunteering for RSVP–
Rhinelander can include recording
audio materials for the blind. Here the
equipment is checked out.

Apple River Apartments (1994)
8 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Amery
Blue Valley Apartments (1994)
8 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Rice Lake

Above: Hudson Community Children’s Center provides many opportunities
to explore and learn through hands on experiences.

1995

1996

1997

Dove Home Health
Care purchased

1998

1999

Catholic Community Services
formed– assume management
of RSVP and FGP

Challenge
Center A is
formed

Established privately in 1981, and purchased by Catholic
Charities Bureau in 1996, Dove Home Health Professionals
is a non-profit, Wisconsin licensed, federally certified agency.
The program was housed on Hammond Avenue in Superior,
until it moved to the 2nd floor of the Catholic Charities
Bureau building in 1998. Services include skilled nursing,
home health aides, personal care, and full rehabilitation
including physical, occupational, and speech therapies. Other
services available include community wellness-foot care and
blood pressure clinics.
The Challenge Center completed construction in 1996 on a
new 16 bay greenhouse which put approximately 1 acre of
greenhouse under one roof.
Two years later an industrial shredding machine was purchased
and Marathon Confidential Shredding began.

Dove’s most recent award in 2016, from HomeCare Elite, not
only achieved being in the top 10% of the nearly 9500 home
health agencies in the United States, but Dove Home Health
Professionals made it in the top 100 home care agencies in
the nation!

Left: Dove
Home Health
Professionals
friendly staff
are pleased to
provide a myriad
of services to help
individuals remain
in their homes.
Dove moved to the
2nd floor of the
Catholic Charities
Bureau building in
1998.

Westbay Apartments (1995)
6 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Superior
Sumac Trail Apartments (1997)
6 units — Chronic Mental Illness
Rhinelander

Above: The groundbreaking for Sumac Trail Apartments, Rhinelander
was in April 1995.
Below: In 1997, Sumac Trail Apartments was completed for persons
with cognitive disabilities. The facility provides a residential,
independent-living program for six adults. It is located in a leafy
residential area.

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

Midwest
Industries
Cooperative

Below: Black
River Industries,
Medford,
celebrated their
30th Anniversary
in 2003 and built
a Memorial Park
behind their
building for the
enjoyment of all!

Above: Challenge Center installed Superior’s
first and Wisconsin’s largest Geothermal System
in 2002. Annual energy savings of one-third
are realized in both winter heating and summer
cooling.
Below: Diversified
Services in Siren
celebrated their 25th
Anniversary in 2004.

Winterhaven Apartments (2003 purchased)
13 units — Seniors
Winter
Eastwood Apartments (2003 purchased)
8 units — Family
Medford

Above: Dove Home Health Professionals received a 5 star
Rating from Healthgrades, a leading online resource that assists
consumers and providers to make meaningful connections.
Dove delivered over 50,000 hours of home care to over 200
patients in Douglas County in 2003.

Headwaters received a generous donation of $260,000 for construction of
a new activity center in 2000. The building was dedicated as the Pascutti
Center in 2001. The formal ribbon cutting was done by David Hobbs, center,
and his mother, Elmyra Hobbs, left, with Laurie and Elio Pascuitti, for whom
the Center is named.

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

In 2006 the Hudson City Council approved the expansion of the Hudson
Community Daycare Center. The Center renovated and expanded a
residence at the corner of 4th and Orange Street (across from the original
location of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church). Then in 2007, the Center moved into
their new location at 824 Fourth Street and changed their name to Hudson
Community Children’s Center.

Above: Lilac Grove Apartments was constructed in 2007-2008 in response
to the need for senior housing in Siren following the 2001 Tornado. It is
fully accessible with fourteen units for active seniors and located one block
from the downtown area. It opened for occupancy in the summer of 2008.

Lilac Grove Apartments (2009)
14 units — Seniors
Siren
Centennial Apartments (managed 2009)
48 units — Seniors & Disability
6 – eight plexes
Medford

Challenge Center’s Bay
Produce added red, yellow, and
orange bell peppers to their bill
of fare in 2008.

2010

2011

Catholic Charities Bureau has had three (3) Executive
Directors since it formed in 1964, and incorporated in
1968. Monsigneur Philip Heslin (left) served from 19671987; Brian Soland (center) served from 1987-2012; and
Alan Rock (right) is the current Executive Director.

Catholic Charities Bureau owns or manages over
600 units of housing through 48 buildings in
21 communities.

2012

2013

2014

Challenge Center
Foundation
formed

Alan Rock appointed
Executive Director of
Catholic Charities Bureau by
Bishop Christensen

Barron County
Developmental
Services– Barron

Participants of the 4th of July parade in Barron from Barron County
Developmental Services.

In the Spring of 1967, the Barron County Association for Retarded
Children established the Barron County Day Care Services Board
in response to a need for services in Barron County. The program
started at Faith Lutheran Church in Cameron and soon expanded
into Rice Lake, Cumberland, Turtle Lake and Chetek. In 1969 all
programs were combined and moved into the Barron County
Center School with a focus on social, recreational, and basic
learning skills. In 1974, the program became incorporated as the
Barron County Developmental Disabilities Services Inc. (BCDDS)
In December, 2014, the BCDDS Board reached out to Catholic
Charities Bureau of Superior to consider an affiliation. This
was approved by Bishop Peter Christensen in late December
and became a program under the Catholic Charities Bureau
umbrella. The new corporation’s name became Barron County
Developmental Services, Inc.

Bishop Peter Christensen, 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Superior, named
Alan Rock, the Executive Director of Catholic Charities Bureau. Bishop
Christensen served the Diocese of Superior from fall 2007 through 2014
when he was appointed by His Holiness Pope Francis to be the next
Bishop of the Diocese of Boise, Idaho.

2015

2016

2017

On February 18, 2016, the Very Reverend James P. Powers was
ordained and installed as the eleventh Bishop of the Diocese
of Superior. Bishop Powers is the President of the Catholic
Charities Bureau. He offers pastoral leadership of the 63
programs of Catholic Charities Bureau’s work to advance the
social ministry of the Diocese of Superior by providing direct
services to families in poverty, persons with disabilities, the
elderly, and children with special needs. His guidance leads us
in fulfilling the mission of the Diocese of Superior to utilize our
gifts and resources to meet the critical needs and issues of our
society. We at Catholic Charities Bureau are blessed, humbled,
and honored to have a leader with a heart for people. Bishop
Powers is gentle and compassionate. He offers us the gift of
clear direction.
Photos on this page are the courtesy of
dan swanson photography

Bashara Apts (managed 2016)
16 units — Seniors & Disabled
Solon Springs
Northwoods 1 Apts (managed 2017)
20 units — Seniors & Disabled
Phelps
Northwoods 2 Apts (managed 2017)
12 units — Senior & Disabled
Phelps
Gateway Pines (managed 2017)
16 units — Senior & Disabled
Land O’Lakes
Boulder Pines Apts (managed 2017)
12 units — Seniors & Disabled
Boulder Junction

Charged with the daily operations of Catholic Charities Bureau are our
dedicated Executive Staff. (Left to Right) Clint Thursby, Chief Financial Officer,
Alan Rock, Executive Director, and Gary Valley, Director of Housing.

While the Orphanage was Neoclassical in style, the
Chapel on the third floor was Baroque-Rococo design and
style. From his own funds, Bishop Koudelka furnished the
interior of the 50 x 100 foot chapel at a cost of $42,000.
Because of the many statues and paintings, the Chapel
became known as the Chapel of the Angels.
Artisans from Italy and Czechoslovakia crafted many of
the stained glass windows. These artists also painted the
figures of saints and angels on the ceiling and created
their own molds which they used to cast the many plaster
statues in the Chapel. The Chapel was compiled of Italian
marble, gilding, carved oak pews , and an altar rail. The
pews were built on a smaller scale to accommodate the
children who attended daily Mass at the Home.
Pictures on this page were taken by the famed
Kaufmann and Fabry Company, Wabash Ave., Chicago.
Top Left: The front altar
Middle Left: A view of the Chapel from the front to back
Lower Left: A view of the Chapel from the back to front
Lower Right: A side altar

When the St. Joseph building was vacated in January 1984 and put up for
sale, a “Save the Chapel” committee was formed to study possible avenues of
preserving or utilizing the ornate chapel. Guided public tours were promoted
with the assistance of 120 volunteers. They raised about $21,000 to help pay
for the minimal amount of heat needed to protect the plaster statuary and
decorations for a season.
In 1987 the Chapel of the Angels was dismantled, carefully packaged, and
transported to the Sisters from Immaculata School in Colbert, WA, 15 miles
north of Spokane, to be used in their school and convent chapels.

The light from heaven that shines is depicted
by the use of bronze and brass.

The main altar was made of bronze and onyx
with Italian mosaic insets. The rail was brass
and marble.

The back of this photo
contained the information,
“ April, 1915. Orphan’s
Guardians in front of the
Grand Opera House.” From
a report of the St. Joseph
Orphan Home Club written in
1925, the following historical
information has been gathered:
Bishop Koudelka formulated
the “St. Joseph Union” with
the aid of the Sisters of Notre
Dame (who were caring for
the orphans in the area),
local women, and friends of
the Bishop throughout the
Diocese of Superior. The Union
attempted to raise funds
through a yearly membership
at a cost of 25₵. With 40
children in the Orphanage in
1917, and more applications
for admission coming regularly,
there was an attempt at seeking
larger contributions by securing
a $50 or $100 life membership.
This endeavor failed.

Photo remastering courtesy of dan swanson photography.

Meanwhile, a group of local ladies saw the need and “...congregated at the Orphanage for an afternoon of discussion to make plans
for an organization whose sole purpose would be to seek whatever donations and help possible...” that could be found. This
organization, though experiencing difficulties in the first year, succeeded and established in 1918.
In late 1919, in the time of Superintendent Rev. Fr. A. A. Jazdewski, “...reorganization took place with new energy”. The St. Joseph
Orphan Home’s Club, chief aim and purpose was to seek membership all through the Diocese of Superior and elsewhere to assist in
feeding, clothing, and educating the ever increasing number of orphan boys and girls. “Officers were elected, committees organized,
by-laws formed and promulgated, and plea cards were issued inviting members to join the charitable work.”
In 1920, through the energy of Superintendent Rev. Jazdewski, a Tag Day was introduced to the City of Superior. About 400
ladies, young and old, offered their time and service soliciting door to door and gathered $2,877.90 for their tags– a small visible
recognition for the donor, such as a pink ribbon given today for breast cancer.
The 1925 report offered a review of the orphans from 1917 through 1924: Beginning with 40 orphans in 1917, 341 orphans in total
were admitted. 151 were currently living in the Orphanage, some were taken home by their parents or guardians, two died, three
were adopted, seven were placed in homes, three boys were attending college, and six girls were receiving high school educations
while still under the care of the Sisters of Notre Dame.
The report concluded, “Never before in our history has there existed among its membership a better spirit of enthusiastic
cooperation, nor a keener desire to advance to loftier heights in its charitable work.”
(The Grand Opera House stood on the 1700 block of the north side of Belknap St. It was built in 1890, closed in 1924, and was
destroyed by fire in 1939.)

At the age of 92, Inez Peterson, below, was nominated as the
Catholic Charities USA Volunteer of the Year in 2002 for her 24
years of continuous service to two generations of children through
the HeadStart program in Superior, WI. Grandma Inez, as she was
known, made it into the top ten finalists. She served more than
24,000 hours through the Foster Grandparent Program.

In 2005 Chuck Reevs, above, was nominated as the Catholic
Charities USA Volunteer of the Year and made it into the top twelve
semi-finalists from nominations across the United States. He served
more than 35 years as a RSVP volunteer, board director, and fund
raiser. He was one of the founders of the Headwaters Classic Golf
Tournament, begun in 1986.

Right: In 2003, Jackie Bushong-Martin, (center)
representing the Open Your Heart to Haiti program
operated by the Retired Senior Volunteer Program
of Rhinelander, was named the Catholic Charities
USA Volunteer of the Year. She was recognized for
organizing over 1,000 volunteers to sew school
uniforms for the improvised children of Port Au Prince
and Port Au Paix, Haiti. Children in Haiti cannot
attend school without shoes and a school uniform of
the required color and design. The program was also
recognized in a book, Creative Kindness, by Nancy
Zimmerman of Sewing With Nancy, of Wisconsin Public
Television. Her sister, Lori Bushong (left), is the Director
of the RSVP program in Rhinelander.

In 2008, Frank and Marilyn Christopherson, were nominated
for the Catholic Charities USA Volunteer of the Year for their
continuous team work to advance the social ministry of
Catholic Charities Bureau by working with parishes, serving
on the agency board, advocating, helping develop programs,
and raising funds. They made it into the top ten finalists from
nominations across the United States.

In 2012, Donald and Jan
Chamberlain, were nominated
to the Catholic Charities USA
Volunteer of the Year for their
vast selfless service to their
community of Tomahawk,
WI. They made it into the top
five finalists from nominations
across the United States. Many
of their volunteer hours continue
to be given through the Retired
Senior and Volunteer Program
in Rhinelander.

Good Samaritan and Extra Mile Employee Award

Above Left: The legacy began in 1999 when Dorothy Phelan received the Good Samaritan Award for her volunteering in the RSVP
Rhinelander office. Director, Lori Bushong, said that Dorothy was “invaluable”. Left to Right: Dorothy Phelan and then Executive Director of
Catholic Charities Bureau, Brian Soland.
Above Right: The legacy continues, as it often does at Catholic Charities, when Joan Phelan, daughter-in-law to Dorothy, received
the Good Samaritan Award in 2017 for her volunteering through the RSVP Rhinelander program delivering meals to those who are
homebound. She was nominated by Lori Bushong, Director, because “Joan makes extra special time for her clients”. Left to Right: Clint
Thursby, CFO for Catholic Charities Bureau, Joan Phelan, and Lori Bushong, RSVP, Director.
Below: Bonnie Brunner (left), Regional Manager of Housing in
the Medford area, and Gary Valley (right), Director of Housing
for Catholic Charities Bureau, congratulate Dawn Jenson (center)
on receiving the Extra Mile Employee award in June 2017. Ms.
Jenson is a housekeeper for Centennial, Maywood, and Eastwood
Apartments, all in Medford. Ms. Brunner, who nominated Dawn,
says she is “very meticulous and thorough.”

Above: Amber Fallos (left) Director at Black River Industries (BRI),
Medford, and Alan Rock (right), Executive Director at Catholic
Charities Bureau, congratulate Kari Leech (center) on receiving
the Extra Mile Employee award this summer. Ms. Leech, the
Administrative Assistant, has been employed at BRI for 14 years
and is the “first positive voice received when approaching BRI.” Ms.
Fallos says, “Kari works hard to show clients, families, visitors, and
co-workers the benefits of working for our mission and how great it
can be to work here.”

MISSION STATEMENT OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES BUREAU
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
It is the mission of Catholic Charities under the pastoral leadership of our Diocesan Bishop:
To carry on the redeeming work of our Lord by reflecting gospel values and the moral teaching of the
church.
To meet the critical needs and issues of our society through the use of our gifts and resources by
mobilizing the Christian community in partnership with private and public enterprise.

		

To collaborate with all people of goodwill to alleviate human suffering by sponsoring direct service 		
programs for the poor, the disadvantaged, the disabled, the elderly and children with special needs.
To create an environment of human dignity based on justice, mutual respect, understanding and trust.
We profess the dignity of each person as a creation of God. This truth becomes the foundation of our
great respect and love of each individual.
To translate our mission and vision into goals, commitments and action.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES BUREAU
STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Catholic Charities has since 1917 been providing services to the poor and disadvantaged as an expression of
the social ministry of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Superior.
Accordingly, the purpose of the Catholic Charities Bureau is to be an effective sign of the charity of Christ. To
this end, Catholic Charities:
Provides services that are significant in quantity and quality.
Assures an Ecumenical orientation exists in that no distinctions are made by race, sex, or religion in 		
reference to clients served, staff employed and board directors appointed.
Avoids unnecessary duplication of services already adequately provided by governmental or public 		
organizations and other private agencies. Our programs are intended to complement the efforts of others.
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Services and Programs
Central Administration

Superior

715-394-6617

HOME HEALTH CARE
Dove Home Health Professionals

Superior

715-392-3133

SERVICES TO FAMILIES
Eastwood Apartments
First Time Homebuyer Education
Lead Free Douglas County 2010

Medford
Superior
Superior

715-748-6962
218-343-4905
715-394-6617

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN
Hudson Community Children’s Center
Headwaters HeadStart

Hudson
Rhinelander

715-386-5912
715-369-1337

SENIOR & VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS
Volunteer Services Department
Foster Grandparent Program
Retired Senior Volunteer Program
Open Your Heart to Haiti
Retired Senior Volunteer Program

Superior
715-394-5384
Superior			
Superior
Rhinelander
715-369-1919
Rhinelander
715-369-1919

SENIOR HOUSING
Acorn Apartments
Acorn Apartments
Bashara Apartments
Boulder Pines Apartments
Centennial Apartments
Evergreen Apartments
Evergreen Apartments
Gateway Pines Apartments
Lilac Grove Apartments
Maywood Apartments
Northwoods I & II Apartments
Phoenix Villa
Phoenix Villa of Iron River
Phoenix Villa of Lake Nebagamon
Phoenix Villa of Rhinelander
Winterhaven Apartments

Crandon
Minong
Solon Springs
Boulder Junction
Medford
Chetek
Shell Lake
Land O’Lakes
Siren
Plover
Phelps
Superior
Iron River
Lake Nebagamon
Rhinelander
Winter

715-369-2550
715-236-2366
715-392-3447
715-385-0282
715-748-6962
715-925-2015
715-236-2366
715-369-2550
715-925-2015
715-421-0080
715-369-2550
715-392-3447
715-392-3447
715-392-3447
715-369-2550
715-236-2366

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Catholic Charities
Bureau
Diocese
of Superior
CATHOLIC
CHARITIES
BUREAU, INC.
1416 Cumming Ave.
Superior, WI 54880
Phone (715) 394-6617
1-888-831-8446
Fax (715) 394-5951
Tele communicators may reach us using the
7-1-1 WI Relay System.
E-mail: bosterlund@ccbsuperior.org
Web page: www.ccbsuperior.org

Acorn Apartments
Apple River Apartments
Barron County Developmental Services
Bashara Apartments
Billings Park Group Home
Black River Industries
Blue Valley Apartments
Boulder Pines Apartments
Centennial Apartments
Challenge Center
Co-op Apartments Group Home
Cypress Group Home
Deerhaven Group Home
Diversified Services
East End Group Home
Elmwood Apartments
Evergreen Apartments
Evergreen Apartments
Gateway Pines Apartments
Harborview Group Home
Headwaters
Maywood Apartments
McKenzie Manor
Missouri Garden Apartments
Mountain View Group Home
Northfield Apartments
Northwoods I & II Apartments
Oakwood Apartments
Phoenix Villa of Hayward
Phoenix Villa North
Sumac Trail Apartments
Westbay Apartments
Winterhaven Apartments
Woodview Group Home

Wisconsin Rapids
Amery
Barron
Solon Springs
Superior
Medford
Rice Lake
Boulder Junction
Medford
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Siren
Superior
Superior
Rhinelander
Siren
Land O’Lakes
Superior
Rhinelander
Medford
Superior
Superior
Superior
Duluth
Phelps
Superior
Hayward
Rice Lake
Rhinelander
Superior
Winter
Superior

715-421-0080
715-925-2015
715-537-5341
715-392-3447
715-394-2771
715-748-2950
715-236-2366
715-385-0282
715-748-6962
715-394-2771
715-394-2771
715-394-2771
715-394-2771
715-349-5724
715-394-2771
715-392-3447
715-369-2550
715-925-2015
715-369-2550
715-394-2771
715-369-1337
715-748-6962
715-394-2771
715-394-2771
715-394-2771
715-392-3447
715-369-2550
715-392-3447
715-236-2366
715-236-2366
715-369-2550
715-392-3447
715-236-2366
715-394-2771

